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Re: GSA Consultant Debarred   

 
Is Your GSA/VA Consultant Up To The Task? 

 
As most GSA/VA Schedule vendors will tell you, getting a GSA or VA Schedule, 

or even just making modifications to a Schedule, can be a formidable exercise.  A typical 
Schedule solicitation consists of over fifteen different single-spaced documents, 
comprising hundreds of pages of dense government regulations with even more 
convoluted federal procurement clauses incorporated by reference throughout.  Getting 
through these documents, much less compiling the required information in eOffer in the 
proper format, is nothing short of daunting.  As a result, hoards of GSA/VA Schedule 
consultants have popped up over the last decade or so.  While some of these consultants 
are quite reputable and can be very useful in the process, many others are not.   A 
prospective contractor has to be extremely careful that the GSA/VA Schedule consultant 
it chooses is knowledgeable and well-versed not just on the application process, but on 
the legal implications of the resultant Schedule contract.  After all, a GSA Schedule is a 
legal contract and should be treated like one.  Failure to pick a legitimate consultant to 
help you navigate those legal waters can be disastrous. 

 
The importance of picking the right GSA consultant has most recently been 

highlighted by the public debarment of The Federal Verification Co. Inc. of Oldsmar, 
Florida.  The Federal Verification Co, Inc., which also does business under more than 60 
aliases, has been debarred from federal government contracting and acting as a consultant 
for Schedule vendors due to "evidence of conduct indicating a lack of business honesty or 
integrity" among other things.  Some of the aliases used by The Federal Verification Co. 
include Bridgewater Consulting Group, USA Strategy Group, GSA Processors Co. 
National GSA Consultants, and Rapid GSA.  Schedule vendors that currently use this 
company or one its many aliases have been asked by Schedule contracting officers to 
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remove the company as an authorized negotiator, effectively leaving the Schedule vendor 
without guidance until a new consultant can be found. 
 

So the lesson here is a simple one: don't let this happen to you.  When choosing a 
GSA/VA Schedule consultant, it is important to first perform some due diligence.  Ask 
for references, check online rating sites, or even look up the consultant's reviews with 
your local Better Business Bureau.  Consider the old adage that if it's too good to be true, 
it probably is.  As is too often the case the focus is on short-term cost vs. long-term 
quality.  While cost is an important consideration, it shouldn't be the only one.  Finally, 
educate yourself a little bit about GSA Schedules in advance so that you can ask 
informed questions.  If they don't know the answers, then they probably aren't right for 
you.   

 
 
Ms. Kroll can be reach at 202-342-2550 or via email at kkroll@cohenmohr.com. 


